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MEETING REPORTS

START REFEREE
Report & Guidance Notes for Completing Meeting Report
(including Observation/Infringement Forms (Rule 125/162)

Start Referee

Background

In 2003 the IAAF changed significantly the rules governing the management of starting procedures at international athletics meetings held under their jurisdiction.

The changes to the rules are well documented. Subsequent amendments consolidated the rule changes into standard practice. 

The rule changes also introduced the notion that the starter would not be the sole arbiter of decisions affecting the start. ‘A track referee’ was deemed to be the individual who should oversee start decisions, particularly when the validity of the decision was questioned. In the UK we decided that in was not good practise to have a track referee engaged in such a duty. That decision was based on three key values,

· The track referee would not be able to be present at all starts

· The track referee would rarely have the skills or specific expertise to make informed decisions about starts.

· Having to refer protests to a referee not in the vicinity of a start would delay a meeting (highly relevant for televised meetings)

After due consideration of what would be ‘best practice’ UKA chose to delegate the role of referee (as the IAAF rule wording allows) to a specialist start referee. Consequently, for all meetings under IAAF rules in the UK a fourth starter is appointed, designated Start Referee.

He/she is,

· Always a level 5 starter

· Expected to closely observe all starts

· Record all details about individual starts, particularly warnings and disqualifications.

Duties/Expectations

 The start referee;

· Is  not a member of the starting team

· Works alongside the start team

· Remains apart from the start team

· Does not interfere or comment on the start (s) except when issues need addressing

· Is required to keep an accurate record of all starts. This will include his/her own copy of the false start equipment (FSE) print outs. (another copy will be maintained by the start team)

· Monitors the operation of FSE by any commercial provider

· Monitors TV visual replay facility trackside

· Communicates with athletes only as a result of an official protest about a start or a warning/disqualification

· Can overrule the start team decision or uphold it.

· Refers protests to the jury of appeal

· When FSE is not in use the visual judgement of the start referee is crucial in supporting or overturning a starter’s decision.

Above all the start referee should remain anonymous unless start procedures are not legally carried out.

IAAF Rule 125

Start Referee’s observations
	Meeting
	

	Date
	

	Start Referee
	

	Start Co-ordinator
	

	Chief Starter’s Assistant
	

	No/ Event name
	Round/

Ht etc.
	Starter
	Observations

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


IAAF Rule 162

Start Procedure Infringements

	Meeting
	

	Date
	

	Start Referee
	

	Start Co-ordinator
	

	Chief Starter’s Assistant
	

	Starter
	Event
	Round
	Athlete

Name/Number
	Decision
Warning, D/Q, Run under protest, explanation for decision

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Signed by:
Start referee
_____________________________________

Start Co-ordinator
_________________________________

Chief Starter’s Assistant
_____________________________

UK ATHLETICS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

CONFIDENTIAL MEETING REPORT FORM

A report by ……………………………..……………acting as START REFEREE at the …………………………………………on the …………………………….2010
PLEASE comment under the following headings, where applicable, and also make any other relevant comments affecting the smooth running of the meeting. The report will expand as you type.
DETAILS RECEIVED BEFORE THE MEETING

BRIEFING BEFORE THE MEETING
FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT AT THE STADIUM
COMMENTS ON THE TIMETABLE
COMMENTS ON TECHNICAL OFFICIALS WHEN RESPONDING TO INCIDENTS
GENERAL REMARKS

Signature  ......................................................
Date  .............................

GUIDANCE NOTES FOR COMPLETING MEETING REPORT

PLEASE complete this form in black ink and return this form, as soon as possible, to the National Technical Delegate, Andrew Clatworthy and John Pickles within two weeks of the meeting. 

Where no NTD has been appointed to the Meeting Manager, Andrew Clatworthy and John Pickles

Andrew Clatworthy   
ajc.athletics@btopenworld.com 

 


26 Columba Drive, Leighton Buzzard, Beds. LU7 3Y

John Pickles

baldnbeautiful@btinternet.com



3 Regency Lodge, 69 Pitville Lawn, Cheltenham GL52 2BJ



either by post or E-mail so that any relevant comments can be acted on. For TV meetings, copies may be supplied to Fast Track for action.

When submitting your report please make it clear within the file title who it is from and for which meeting.  A suggested format would be:  

SR Aviva Grand Prix 210210




It is important that you complete your report within two weeks of the meetings.  Failure to do so may result in your position on the IOG / ICOG being reviewed.








Consistently late / non return of reports will be noted by the Peer Group and may affect future selections as Start Referee.
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